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EDITORIAL 

An oft-repeated argument against the.reality of a UFO cover-up 
has been that if such a cover�up was the case, then every American 
preside n:t since the 1 ate 1 9 4 0 s has man aged to "keep the 1 i d on", des­
pite sharply different political beliefs and attitudes. In other words, 
it would be impossible to expect that all of these presidents would or 
could withhold the truth from the American people for so long. 

Is this a strong argument against a cover-up? We think not. Is 
it logical to think that as soon as an unknown aerial vehicle crashes 
on EarthJthe president will go on the air with an announcement, giving 
full details of the incident? More likely the incident will be given 
the highest level of security until it is well·understood. If such 
technology is far beyond our own, it could be a very long time before 
it is well-understood and, therefore, safe to discuss in public. Poss­
ible technological applications,to our own military hardwareJof know­
ledge gained from a crashed-disc event would assure extraordinary sec­
recy. 

Rumors have circulated concerning the existence of "presidential 
briefing papers" on the UFO phenomenon but we cannot confirm this. For 
the sake of this argument, let's assume that we haven't heard these 
rumors. 

If a crashed-disc incident occurred in the past, based on pro­
visions of "Project Moon Dust" (see Just Cause, June 1986), Air Force 
Intelligence would hold sway over the information, along with whomever 
the.y chose to work with them. Assuming that the research on the object 
gdes adequately, particularly over a long �eriod of time, why go out­
side the "system" with your story? Or even,why bother the president? 
Does he have a "need to know" about this research? 

In fact, the president is a man who serves a 4-year term (minimum) 
and can be voted back into private life, while the military guardians 
of our nation's secrets are in for a career, 20-30 years and more. He · 

is a man who is constantly in the public eye and is interviewed by the 
press incessantly, when the least little slip can serve as a carrot to 
a story-hungry media. It may seem strange to say this but the president 
may be regarded by some military leaders as someone they cannot trust 
with certain information! He is too open to the public. Think of the 
frequent slips and misstatements P�esident Reagan has made during his 
term. 

Is the president briefed on every aspect of government operations 
in his term of office? Extremely unlikely. It is more probable that he 



is told what he needs to know to function as president, while others 
handle the'detailed, compli�9ted �achinery of everyday government. 
The president is not an omnipotent being. He can only handl� so much 
in his schedule. President Reagan ��cently admitted ignor�n�e of his 
underlings' activities in the Iran/Nicaragua arms scandal, despite 
the operation having gone on.for nearly a year! Now he is either 
lying about his knowledge or_was not regarded as having a ''need to 
know" by his subordinates. One way or another, we can see how UFO in­
formation could be known to and not discussed by the president, or 
it would not be relayed to him at all. Those who are in control of 
handling this type of information would, in_ their position of power, 
deal with a UFO situation in their own way, with as little leakage 
as possible. This is a fact of military and political_ life. 

The skeptics' "presidents" a·rgument against UFOs is an over­
simplification of a much·more complex issue; the issue of what the 
president really knows about all aspects of government activities. 

ATTENTION EXCHANGE JOURNALS 

Exchange journals are reminded that the exchange address for 
CAUS is: Box 176, Stoneh?m, Massachusetts 02180. It is not the Cov­
entry, Connecticut address for subscriptions. This saves us forward­
ing expenses and allows us to keep track of exchanges. 

NSA COUR T DOCUMENTS RELEASED 

A correspondent for CAUS has researched and obtained about 100 
pages of court records from the N?tional Security Agency in the case 
of CAUS vs NSA. These records cover the years 1979-81. 

While the records do not contain any of.the previously withheld 
UFO files we had sought, they do provide us with insight into the 
machinations of the NSA's. lawyers in arguing their case. What is ob­
vious is that the NSA's UFO files are going to be kept top secret for 
a long time, given the present climate of secrecy being applied to 
many classes of government information previously open to the people. 
Their arguments against release of the files are still objectionable 
to us since UFOs have already been declared to be no threat to natio� 
nal security in several earlier government-funded projects. 

UFO skeptics have said that the withheld records contain secret 
information about NSA personnel, as well as locations and frequencies 
of NSA listening posts. We had asked for release of the records, 
minus this type of data as we respect the need for such security. The 
physical description of a UFO sighting could hardly be called "sec­
urity information" if locations and dates are deleted. Yet, the NSA 
refused all access, even with our own imposed restrictions on the 
request. We can only conclude that the UFO sighting information itself 
is of national security concern. 

Current public apathy about UFOs aside, the NSA has guaranteed 
that the UFO mystery will continue to be an issue for as long as any 
secret files exist. 

W E.WOULD LIKE TO T HANK OUR READERS AND SUPPORT ERS FOR THEIR 
HELP THIS PAST YEAR AND LOOK FORWARD TO ANOTHER PRODUCTIVE 
YEAR AHEAD. YOU MAY NOT HEAR MUC H  ABOUT UFOS IN THE NEWS MEDIA 
BUT REST ASSURED T HAT THE PHENOMENON IS STILL WIT H  US AND STILL 
CRIES FOR MORE A T TENTION. 
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Wc.r Dfjpa:-t�tn'l�;; 

DEX:LASSil:Eti PER ·  EX::&:'JT!llVE ORDER 12356, Section 3 • .3, NND 86 3 511 

jGLewis 1 1 6 B;y NARA, Date 8 13 8 • 

134-14 - 97th Ave. 
Ric!.:.rne:ad Ull, 5(¥ :Z ork 

July 6, l947 

A�tn: -Ar�y Air For�ea 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

Aft�r reading an art�cle about the fly'ing discs which &p�eareC. 
in the pap�r recentl7, I decided to write this let t er. 

My first aeq_uainta.nee with 1 t was during t_he war when I served aa 

a. gunner on a B24 1n .the Fif-teenth J.ir !;)ree. In the l�tto; p,;n."t Cit' 
the year 1944, coming from a misaion ove:C' .Europe t!rla �tt,Dr wail 

seen by several of our crew ltial!l.bera. !h11 vaa reported after t.t '.$': 

maaion to the 12, during 1nt'!rroga.t1cn and written 1n the re;>o:·�. 

This was a bit out of -the ord1n&r7 at the time to believe, 
and many argument s arose as t o  the fact :hat it could be L wing 
ta-nk Jet honed from a fi ghter escort, however the men 9a-:d . . 1 t 
'4e not o! thia nature. 

Later pcsaibili ties arcse that 1 t was "e.haff1' being d! spe.: .. sec. 
from the aircraft. The answer was F;iven tr..at this ol:ject f:lO ca.lle.>i 
a disc was :fmm 15 to 20 feet in -diameter and of e!lvery substa.nc.:; 
as given in the report by Sgt. Bant��t and S/Sgt Dluiroo�Ey. 

Should theee records still be available th1 s ::;r:: .. tte: cou1it ·b� 

confirmed. It was the 55th wing 46oth Bomb Grp anc, 783 Zod u.:.li.:.�::: :.L€ 

name o! Lt Harold Thornersnew. 

I waa on Lt 'l'horners�ew1 s er�-s until he vas ·r:lled C.;l J,>.:. ·�. 2J, 
1945 With thoe• vho witnessed the so �l�d fl��ng �!sc, an� : �� 

one of the three original �rev members left. 

As l ha'V'e previousl;r mentioned, this mat��r eoul1 "t� ��n!'�.r:-t·�:: 
in those S2 r eport e. !he e�et da.te is �t kn�un, hotre·��- r v:t.'.:' 

of the following dates 1a the time when the disc waa �een: 

10-13-44 
10..13-44 
lC-16-44 
lt-20..44 
ll-1-44 
11-4-44 

ll-€-44 
ll-18-44 
ll-:!O..·H: 
12-t;-44 
12-11-44 

1.2-15-44 

1a-1e-44 
l3-2G-�4 
1�-,7-44. 
::_,...c;s-.... f'* St ���,:- e:�r ��r .:r·: �. 



FR.OBLEM: 

DE:LASS�IED PER·EXFLJTaiVE ORDER 123561 Section 3.3, NND 863511 

By :fGLewis 
NARA1 Date 6/13/86 • 

AFBIR-cO/Maj To1bert/nc/6282 
21 Oct 47 

MEMOR.ANDUlL FOR RECORD 

1. To reJ:lY to A11C T'NX concerning flaming aerial object that crashed 
in Uexico. 

FnCTS & DISCU3JION: 

2. 1h.1iC bf T'KX ( TJIILI-10-2) 14 Oct requested all available info regarding 
unidentified flaming object reported to :have crashed into the Samalayuca 
!:.:�untains of· �exico on- 12 Oct. 

,eJ,f'J!.,J _ . 
3. Infol'.Tl.Q.tion ava ila ble was forwarded to All.C by letter dated 20 �c�. . 

This info consisted of :t:reliminary cable r(;po rt from CJ 4th R.rmy - Report 
· 

• 

4. A.LC by T\';}� Tsr�D-10-3 reque steci follow-up on flaming object that 
crashed in �exico or approval for A�C to accomplish immediate investigation. 

5. Since invest igation is being conducted by CG Fourth Army and the 
�exican Ga rrison of Juarez is still searching suspected area, it is not 
believed advisable for ALC to conduct an investiga tion at the �resent time. 

6. All intellit;ence so,..:.rces concerned with this type of incident have 
been contacted and will fu rnish tnis office info as received. 

A.CTIOt!: 

7. Attached nessage to h�C advisin? that info as available will be 
forwarded to that Command. 

coo�n;�rrcr�: 

8. None. 


